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SYLVESTER RICHARD VOSS 


Sylvester Richard Voss was born 17 August 1841, at Henryville, Lawrence County, 
Tennessee. He was the eldest child and only son of Smith and Alpha (Vaughter) Voss. His 
paternal grandparents, John and Susanna (Porter) Voss, migrated from Mecklenburg County, 
North Carolina, in 1801. They settled in the southern part of Maury County, which later became 
(1817) a part of Lawrence County, Tennessee. , 


Sylvester was seven (7) years old when his father died in 1848. His mother married, 
secondly, Joseph Trotter, Sr. in Lafayette, County, Mississippi, on 10 October 1850. Thereafter, 
the family made the State of Mississippi their home. In August 1850, Sylvester was enumerated 
with H. C. Black and Sam Trotter on the 1850 Census, living in Household 770, Hinds County, 


.~Mississippi..He. was 19. years.of.age.. His-occupation was.!‘farm-laborer.”.. eee ee 


At the outbreak of the War between the States, Sylvester enlisted in the Confederate 
States Army, at Boltons Depot, Mississippi, 9 August 1861. Major Joseph Bennett was the 
recruiting officer. On 30 September 1861, he was mustered into service by Lt. Carleton Hunt, at 
Camp Clark, Bay St. Louis, Mississippi. He was assigned to Captain Thomas A. Mellon's 
Company (Downing Rifles), Mississippi Volunteers. The unit was successively designated as 
Captain Ratliff's Company, (Old) Company and (New) Company C, 3rd Regiment, Mississippi 
Infantry. Sylvester was paroled, 28 April 1865, at Greensboro, North Carolina. At the time of 
his parole, he held the rank of First Corporal. 


During the war, Sylvester married Delilah J. Clark, 26 March 1862, in Hinds County, 
Mississippi. Ezekiel Arrinton was bondsman. H. M. White, Justice of Peace, performed the 
ceremony. The 1866 State Census showed Sylvester and Delilah living in Jasper County, 
Mississippi. No children were listed. However, the 1870 Census for Jasper County listed twin 
daughters, Sarah E. and Mary F., born in 1867. Also, listed was Sarah Clark, mother of Delilah 
(Clark) Voss. Joseph Trotter, Sr. and his wife, Alpha, were enumerated six (6) households from 
Sylvester and his family. 


Sylvester was a farmer by trade..In_1882, he erected:a steam cotton. gin at the village near 
where he lived.' He operated the gin until his death in 1897. In 1892, the village was named 
"Vossburg," after the Southern Railroad came through the area and a depot and post office were 
established.’ 


Two of Sylvester's sisters married in Jasper County, Mississippi. They were: Martha 


Frances Voss, who married William J. Arrington, and Nancy J. Voss, who married John F. 


'RECORDS OF JASPER CO. MISSISSIPPI, W. P. A. Source Materials, page 77, by 
Jean Strickland and Patricia N. Edwards. 


"Ibid, page 68. 
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Heidelberg.’ 


Sylvester died 6 January 1897. He is buried in the Vossburg Cemetery, beside his wife, 
Delilah J.. She died 14 July 1908.* Their known children are: Sarah E., Mary F., Willie 
Sylvester and Nannie. Willie Sylvester Voss was born 21 March 1864 and died 15 November 
_1865. Nannie Voss was born 16 August 1868 and died 14 November 1868. Both children are 
buried with their grandmother, Sarah Clark, in the Shady Grove Baptist Church Cemetery, 
Heidelberg, Mississippi, Row 21.° No further information is known on the family of Sylvester 


Richard Voss. 


The biographical information on Sylvester Richard Voss and his family was compiled 
ae -10,.2000, -by.James R. Voss, 4505 Iola, Muskogee, Oklahoma74401. Telephone: (918) me ~. 
687 - 6553. 


>WHO MARRIED WHOM, Jasper County, Mississippi, Book 1, A - K, pages 11 and 
131. Compiled by Jean Strickland, Patricia Edwards and Marjorie Baxter. 


‘JASPER COUNTY MISSISSIPPI CEMETERIES, 1833 - 1998, page 466. Compiled 
1999 by: Jones County Genealogical & Historical Organization, Inc.. 


“Ibid, page 421. 
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May 10, 2000 


Ms. Sherry Owens 
Jackson - George Regional Library 
3214 Pascagoula Street 


-~ Pascagoula; Mississippi 39567 9 ---~sar-t8s- + + eee Si eg ee Se te ee 


Dear Ms. Owens, 


Thank you for your help in gathering information on the life of Sylvester Richard Voss. 
The information has been of great help in filling out his life history. Enclosed is a copy of the 
biographical sketch of his life, that | compiled I was unable to locate him on the 1880 Census, 
although, I know that he lived in the Heidelberg - Vossburg area. Also, I was unable to locate his 
wife, Delilah J. Voss, on the 1900 Census. She could have moved out of state, although she is 
buried in the Vossburg Cemetery. If you ever come across an obituary for Delilah, please let me 
know. She died in 1908. I know there are other children than those identified. Mr. Meeks, of 
Laurel, Mississippi, said he received the information, regarding Vossburg, from a son of 
Sylvester's. 


Best regards. I greatly appreciate your help. 
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